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eager to register and deposit their copies, since it would be mani-
festly to their advantage so to do.1 The evidence of the Museum
officials was therefore based on these assumptions.
Several of the witnesses who appeared before the Commis-
sioners urged the wisdom and resultant economy of combining
the two processes of registration and deposit at the British
Museum, and of abolishing registration at Stationers' Hall. Mr
Thomas Henry Farrer, Secretary to the Board of Trade, spoke
before the Commissioners thus:
"It seems to me that all deposits should be done away with, except
those at the British Museum, and even as to those at the British
Museum, looking at it as a question of principle, it would seem to be a
question whether the nation ought not to buy the books that it wants.
But if you can associate with the deposit at the British Museum a
simple system of registry, then I think that, and the practice of foreign
countries, may afford a good reason for the continuing the deposit at
the British Museum."
When asked if he thought the Universities, hi the event of their
being deprived of the right under the statute, were entitled to
some annual compensation, he replied: "None whatever. I cannot
conceive such a claim. I cannot conceive what claim a university
can have to the continuance of a right to take a copy of all future
books." He added that "very strange compensations" had been
given by Parliament in the past.2
To complete the proposed dual process of registration and
deposit at the British Museum only, Mr Farrer suggested that
one copy of every publication be registered and deposited at the
British Museum, and that the entries, in the absence of any con-
trary evidence, should serve as legal proof of first publication. He
suggested that the published copies of works so registered should
bear on their title pages the slogan "Registered at the British
Museum,** and that a heavy fine should be imposed for printing
this when no such registry had been made.
Since a copy of each book published had to be deposited, under
the Act of 1842, at the British Museum, where official receipts
for the deposits had to be given and certain registers kept, it
appeared to the Commissioners that the most suitable place for
the Registry Office would be the British Museum itself. There
1 H. Cowtan, Memories of the British Museum, 1872, note to p. 187.
* Report of the 1878 Copyright Cwamssian, pp. 153-4.